ALTHOUGH this study of the genus Otus is restricted to species occurring in
Remarks.--The type locality, Durasno, cannot be found on maps, but is known to have been located in the mining region of the mountains of central western Chihuahua. A place, spelled "Durazno," is shown on the American Geographical Society's 'millionth' map sheet of Chihuahua on the extreme western border at about the latitude of Chihuahua City and is doubtless the same place as "Durasno." The color of the map's topographical key indicates the altitude as between 4921 and 6562 feet. In any case "Durasno" can hardly be less than 5000 feet in altitude.
The E10rito specimens represent intergrades with sinaloensis, one of them being very close to the type of vinaceus. The three constitute the only recorded examples. This race is undoubtedly the rarest Screech Owl in southwestern Chihuahua, while the supposedly rare Otus trichopsis aspersus is more common. The senior author, during a two weeks' trip into this region in 1934, heard the characteristic monotone call of the latter frequently and secured three specimens, but only once detected a typical asio quaver, which might be assigned to vinaceus. This was in the Transition Zone at an altitude of 6300 feet, where pines were the predominating trees. Moor• AND PETERS, The Geny•80tus
[Jan.
The buffy 'vinaceous' tone of the Mexican forms of asio, noticeable in meeallii and sinaloensis, as well as to some extent in xantusi, reaches its culmination in this race. In their more vinaeeous tone, denser but finer vermieulations of abdomen, and darker legs, both vinaeeus and sinaloensis differ far more from cineraeeus and gilmani, than these two latter do from each other. Ridgway (Bull. U.S. Nat. Mus., no. 50, pt. 6, p. 704, 1914) gave eight characters for differentiating Otus trichopsis from the nearest members of the as/o group, 0. as/o mccallii and O. a. cineraceus. Not one of these characters by itself will invariably distinguish trichopsis from what appear to be 'mutations' in the asio group. Even the character of the "bristly tips to feathers of the face" is not decisive. In fact, the supposedly minor character of the lack of "distinct whitish spots on the inner web of the outermost primary" is often more conclusive than any other. Remarks.--Accordlng to Dr. Laubmann, as reported by van Rossem (op. clt. p. 184), the type is "missing." Van Rossem, on the basis of the southern range of the other species described in the same collection, believes that the type locality was somewhere "near the southern end of the Mexican tableland" and this locality we now further restrict to the mountains of the southwestern part of the State of Puebla. If it should later be determined that the name 'trichopsis' applies to the northern race, we still have to consider Scops asio, var. enano Ridgway, also from an undetermlned locality. The description of 'enano' has been credited to Ridgway alone, but examination of the original reference (Bull. Essex Inst., 5: 200, Dec. 1873) proves that it had the joint authorship of Baird and Ridgway and was based on two types, one no. 44811 of the American Museum of Natural History marked "S. asio var. enano, Lawrence. Type," and the other from "Guatemala" formerly in the museum of the Boston Society of Natural History, but now no. 72899 in the Museum of Comparative Zoology. The senior author searched for the former in the American Museum of Natural History and discovered that it possessed no red type-label, but was marked as noted above. There is no doubt whatever that this is the Mexican cotype of Scops asio var. enano Ridgway.
OTUS ASIO SINALOENSIS

OTUS TRICHOPSlS ASPERSUS (Brewster
The two cotypes represent two different subspecies and it is necessary to restrict the application of the name. Theoretically both specimens are of equal rank and the name may be restricted to either one. There are certain practical reasons for fastening the name on to the Mexican cotype. In the first place, it is the manuscript holotype of the bird that Lawrence intended to name; in the second place, the Guatemala cotype has been generally overlooked, so that enano has for many years been considered as a synonym of trichopsis; and thirdly, we cannot really consider ourselves as first revisers, even though we are the first to do so with the evidence of the truly composite nature of enano in our possession. The bird was described in 1873. How long before that it was taken, when or by whom, we have no means of knowing, because Lawrence, following the custom of his day, removed the original label, substituting one of his own on which he had indicated that it was a male, from Mexico; the figures '.50' possibly mean that it was collected in 1850 but more probably that it cost fifty cents. We hereby restrict the name Scops asio var. enano Baird and Ridgway to the Mexican cotype i.e., the larger of the two specimens referred to in the original description.
We have every reason to believe that Lawrence's bird came from Oaxaca. In the first place there is a specimen in Dr. Bishop's collection that matches 'enano' perfectly; the original label reads "Scops trycopsis, Mexico, Oaxaca" and in another hand is added: "Boucard." This bird, after passing through Boucard's hands became a part of the Tweeddale collection, then became the property of the British Museum and finally passed to Dr. Bishop. 
Remarks.--Careful comparison of this type with other juvenile birds of trichops• indicates that it is a]most identical in its general pattern and markings with a male juvenile from San Luls Mountains on the boundary line
between Chihuahua and southwestern New Mexico, except that it is obviously darker brown both above and below. It has all the earmarks of a trichopsis, including small feet, bristled toes, typical juvenile indications of the white spots of collar on hind neck, the inner web of the outermost primary without any whitish spots, and the bristly tips to the feathers of the face greatly developed. Coming from the general area of heavy rainfall and humidity in the Humid Temperate Zone of Vera Cruz, it is logical to expect a differentiated race and to assign this bird tentatively to the trichopsis group, a treatment which was forecast by Ridgway (see 'Biologia CentrailAmericana,' Aves, 3: 17, 1897).
While there is not the slightest difficulty in distinguishing between the type of pinosus and the juveniles of aspersus and mesamerieanus we are quite unable to say how it differs from the corresponding age and plumage of typical triehopsis, since only adults of the latter race are available. The recognition of pinosus is only tentative, and must remain so until adults can be secured and the actual differences demonstrated.
OTUS TRICHOPSIS MESAMERICANUS van Rossem
Remarks.--In Honduras what appears to be the brown-rufous phase seems more common than the brown. Of seventeen specimens we have seen, twelve are in this so-called 'intermediate' phase and one adult female and three juveniles in the rufous. The seventeenth individual, a December bird in fresh plumage, has the feathers of the back and the wing coverts with vermiculated gray edges, and appears much grayer than it would in summer plumage. The specimens were taken in May, June, July, August, September, October and December and therefore well represent seasonal changes. Our December bird, a fully adult female in fresh plumage, has a wing measurement of 134.2 mm., compared with 142.5 mm. for a winter bird in the Dickey collection from E1 Salvador and 152.6 and 143.9 mm., respectively, for two winter birds from Guatemala. Obviously it is import- Remarks.--The individual recorded from "Tepic" as "hastatus" in 'Biologia Centrail-Americana,' Aves, 3: 23, 1897, was examined in the British Museum, but without the topotypical specimens for comparison. It is markedly different from true hastatus, as was noted in the 'Biologia Centrali-Americana' and is certainly dose to tomlini, but has the darker coloration of the Chacala, Durango, birds. These Chacala specimens are more uniform in coloration than tomlini and darker than it or hastatus. Remarks.--The senior author in August 1938, examined the type of Scops guatemalae and the large series of this race in the British Museum. Plate 9, vol. 2, 'Catalogue of Birds in British Museum,' shows two Screech Owls, a brown and a rufous phase, the former obviously intended to represent the type of gua•emalae, since the type specimen has on its label in Sharpe's handwriting the word "Figured," which also is written in the same handwriting on the label of the rufous-phase specimen (no. 75.6.14.37). The rufousphase illustration represents excdlently the rufous-phase specimen, but the brown-phase illustration is very different from the type. It portrays a distinct black facial rim, contrasting sharply with an ochraceous-buff facial disk, and a yellowish-ochraceous tone over the entire bird, neither of which is possessed by the type. Not a single one of the nineteen specimens in the British Museum bears any resemblance to this illustration! On the other hand, Sharpe's unusually detailed description is a quite accurate portrayal of the type. There is no mention of the yellowish-oehraeeous coloration of the illustration, and, although the ear coverts are stated to be "broadly tipped with black" (an inaccuracy), this clause is correctly conditioned by the phrase "merging in the ruff" (italics ours). It merges completely! Contrary to the effect of this illustration, the absence of a conspicuous black facial rim is a distinguishing character of true guatemalae, and is entirely absent in most specimens or reduced to a vestige, as in this type. Furthermore, the upper parts of the type and a large portion of its under parts, although obscurely barred and vermieulated, give the general appearance of a uniform dark-brown color above, quite different from the illustration. There are some specimens in all phases which reveal the white ground color of the lower under parts more prominently than does the type.
MOORE AND PETERS, The Genus
OTUS GUATEMALAE GUATEMALA]] (Sharpe)
The female from Subirana, Honduras, has all the characters of guatemalae, including prominent bars on both webs of all the primaries and the general dark, heavily vermieulated uniform coloration of guatemalae, but the bristled tips to the facial feathers are well developed.
The type of Megascops marmoratus Nelson from Vera Cruz, is true guatemalae. Remarks.--Apparently only four or five specimens are known of this rare race. "Jalapa," the name given on a tag of the British 1Vfuseum specimen, has, according to Chapman (Bull. Amer. 1Vfus. Nat. Hist., 10: 18, 1898), an altitude of 4400 feet and is "in the heart of the Temperate Zone." Chapman calls attention to the fact that a two-hours' walk from Jalapa, either up or down the mountain, would bring the collector into an entirely different zone. All the specimens known were taken many years ago, when collectors were notoriously careless in marking specific localities. The brown-phase eotype (U.S. Nat. 1Vfus., no. 27115) and a female (U.S. Nat. 1Vfus., no. 33556) have marked on their tags "Miradot," which is located at a higher Moor• AND PETERS, The Genus Otus [Jan.
OTUS GUATEMALAE CASSINI (Ridgway
altitude than Jalapa. Therefore, it seems probable that this species is a so-called 'Temperate' Zone representative, although it may extend its range into a lower zone.
Salvin and Godman (Biologic Centrali-Americana, Aves, 3: 22, 1897) believed specimen no. 33556, mentioned above, to be a cotype, when Ridgway forwarded it for examination.
The race cassini has many of the characters of the trichopsis group, namely, well-developed bristly tips of facial area; inner webs of outermost primary uniform in color, without bars or distinct whitish spots (except sometimes one near base); facial rim plainly outlined with dark color and throat buffy, but the toes are completely naked.
The rufous-phase specimen in the British Museum has only very faint indications of black streaking on the back and is paler than any of the rufous-phase individuals of guateraalae guateraalae. Remarks.--Since it is not the purpose of this paper to attempt a revision of the South American forms of the genus Otus, we will not diagnose the six additional currently recognized races of 0. choliba found on that continent, but we do wish to take this opportunity to point out that all of the other forms exhibit a much greater range of color variation than does luctisonus. • The bird which for many years had been known as Otus nu•t,pes (Vieillot) was renamed by Mr. and Mrs. Kelso on tl•e ground that neither the text nor the plate of the original description applied to the species for which it was used. We are quite in agreement with this. MOORE AND PETERS, The Genus Otus [Jan.
Ranqe. Remarks.--Ridgway has pointed out that this species is subject to a great amount of individual variation, having an extreme grayish phase without trace of cinnamon. Most of the specimens from the western United States are strongly cinnamoneous.
OTUS FLAMMEOLUS RARUS Gristore
Otus flammeolus guatemalae Griscom, Ibis, (13) 
